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'he sacred are descended.     When  a  branch  of  this   tree  cannot be
re and     obtained  its place  is   taken  by  a   bough   of  the  omwapu
mongthe tree (Grevia spec.}}-     At night  and  in  rainy weather  the
lerero,     gre js transferred to the hut of the great wife, where it is
carefully kept alight.2     According to another account, the
fire  is  regularly  preserved   in   the  house, and  a   brand  is
only brought out  into  the open   air when  the   cattle  are
being milked at morning and evening in order that in presence
of the fire the cow may be healthy and give much milk.3
The  custom  in   this   respect  perhaps   varies    in    different
villages, and may be determined in some  measure by the
climate.     The sacred  fire is regarded as the centre of the
village ; from it at evening the people fetch a light to kindle
the fire on their own hearths, for every householder has his
own private hearth in front of his hut.     At the holy hearth
are kept the most sacred possessions of the tribe, to wit, the
bundle   of  sticks   which   represent   their    ancestors ;   here
sacrifices   are  offered   and  enchantments  performed;   here
the flesh of the victims is cooked ; here is the proper place
of the chief; here the elders assemble in council, and judg-
ment is given; here strangers are received and ambassadors
entertained.    At the banquets held on solemn occasions all
may partake of the flesh, whether they be friends or foes ;
the stranger's curse would rest  on  the  churl   who  should
refuse him his just share ; and this curse the Herero dreads
above   everything   because   he   believes    its    effect   to   be
infallible.     So great is the veneration felt by the natives for
the sacred hearth, with its hallowed bough, that they dare
not   approach   it   without   testifying   the   deepest   respect.
They take off their sandals, throw themselves on the ground,
and pray their great ancestor (Tate Mukuru} to be gracious
to them.    The horns of the oxen slaughtered at festivals lie
beside the hearth ; the chief sits on the largest pair when he
is engaged in performing his magical rites.    Near the fire, too,
is a stone on which none but the chief has the right to sit.4
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